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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

78 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749

(978) 562-2948
Paul Byrne, Chairman ____   ​​​​​​​​_______ Joseph Rodrigues ___________________Marianne Iarossi    

David Mercer  _______W. Minot Wood_____________Emilie Schuler_________Catherine Childs
Meeting Minutes
December 1, 2016
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by chair Paul Byrne
Roll Call: Paul Byrne, David Mercer, Joe Rodrigues, Marianne Iarossi, Catherine Childs, Brandon Parker (Associate Commissioner)
Staff: Pam Helinek
Public Hearings
4 LaFrance Drive, Continued RDA
Present: Angelo Tsekrekas (Beauty Scapes of New England)
After the last meeting, the applicants flagged the area that they proposed to clear.  Paul Byrne and Joe Rodrigues thought the flags were too close to the river and flagged a smaller area.  Marianne Iarossi, Catherine Childs, and Brandon Parker inspected both sets of flags at a site visit with the Angelo Tsekrekas.  The Commission agreed that the smaller flagged area could be cleared of weedy vegetation and dead standing trees, but that live trees should be left alone and that dead wood beyond the flags should be left on the ground.  All dumped brush, leaves, grass clippings and trash should be removed from the area.  Invasive bittersweet vines should be removed where possible.  Paul Byrne moved to issue a negative determination with the condition that the Commission or its Agent should do a final inspection before any clearing is done.  Second by Catie Childs, vote 5-0-0.
15-21 Park Street, RDA
Present: Mike Dameri (Touchstone Apartments)
Paul Byrne recused himself since he does work for the applicant. Dave Mercer acted as chair for the hearing.  The applicant proposes to replace the roof on a multi-family residence in Riverfront Area to the Assabet River.  He will keep dumpsters close to the building and no work will be done in windy conditions.  Dave Mercer made a motion to issue a negative determination, second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 4-0-0.
Administrative Business
COC Request – 12 Lakeshore Drive, MassDEP #190-376

Present: Barry and Denise Sidebottom

The applicant requested a COC for a project which was completed in 2003. The project included a small addition and a deck in the Buffer Zone to Fort Meadow Reservoir.  Mr. Sidebottom stated that an inspection was done at the time and that his contractor did all the permitting and he didn’t know that the COC was required.  The addition and deck are smaller than on the approved plan.  In addition, a paver path to the edge of lawn was rebuilt with bricks.  Several years later the existing removable dock was replaced with a new removable dock in a different location without coming to the Commission.  
Paul Byrne moved to accept the As-Built plan as a minor modification to the OOC.  Second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 5-0-0.

Paul Byrne moved to issue a Certificate of Compliance for the OOC as modified.  Second by Dave Mercer, vote 5-0-0.
Public Input
Present: Brian O’Neill

Mr. O’Neill informed the Commission that the Eversource transmission line project is likely to be posted in the Environmental Monitor for MEPA review on December 7 and asked if the Commission will weigh in during the 20 day Public Comment period.  Paul Byrne said that the Commission can’t be involved until Eversource files an NOI.  Pam Helinek will talk to Town Counsel to determine if the Commission will jeopardize its permitting position if it comments on the MEPA proposal and also if it is a problem for individual Commissioners to comment outside of the Commission.   
COC Request – Matrix Apartments, Cabot Road, MassDEP #190-0573

The applicant has requested a Partial COC to be issued to close out everything except for the replication area, which requires one more year of monitoring to establish a 75% survival rate.  The Commission prefers not to issue partial COCs and will hold onto the engineer’s certified letter and As-Built plan until next fall. 
Minutes – Paul Byrne moved to accept the minutes for November 17, 2016.  Second by Marianne Iarossi, vote 5-0-0. 

Discussion – Cancelation of Dec 15 meeting
Paul Byrne moved to cancel the meeting on 12/15/16 since there are no Public Hearings for that date. Second by Catie Childs, vote 5-0-0
Discussion – Recreation Division, Boutwell Field
The Recreation Division requests after the fact administrative approval of maintenance work in Boutwell Fields. Paul Byrne moved to approve the work administratively, second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 5-0-0.
Discussion – Dredging of Tripps Pond

Pam Helinek reported that the Selectmen’s agendas are very full until February.  Paul Byrne proposed getting on the agenda of the first February BOS meeting to discuss Tripp’s Pond. 
Discussion – 2017 Meeting Dates

The Commission agreed to meet every 1st and 3rd Thursday in 2017 with two exceptions: 

1 – The July 6 meeting will be moved to Thursday June 29


2 – The September 21 meeting will be moved to Tuesday September 19

Discussion – Proposed Wetlands Bylaw 

The Commission decided to meet with the Fort Meadow Commission, Lake Boon Commission, and any other stakeholder groups as well as hold Public Forums before determining if it is appropriate to revise the Bylaw and re-submit to Town Meeting.  
Adjournment
Paul Byrne moved to adjourn the meeting. Second by Catie Childs, vote 5-0-0.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM.
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